 From Adirondack Daily Enterprise:
 New PFD requirement starts in November
 By MIKE LYNCH, Enterprise Outdoors Writer

 POSTED: July 28, 2009
 A new law signed earlier this month by Gov. David Paterson will require 
 boaters in vessels less than 21-foot-long to wear personal floatation 
 devices (PFDs) from Nov. 1 to May 1.

 The current law requires only that each passenger and operator over the 
 age of 11 have his or her own PFD on board and within reach when in small 
 boats, canoes and kayaks; it doesn't require the PFD to be worn.

 The new law will go into effect this November.

 Signed July 11 by the governor, the law was created to decrease 
 boating-related injuries and fatalities when water temperatures are at 
 their coldest.

 "It's been a concern of this agency, the dangers of boating without a life 
 jacket in the cold weather," said Dan Keefe, a spokesman for the office of 
 state Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, which 
 proposed the bill. "A disproportionate number of fatalities occur in that 
 cold-weather season."

 According to the bill, there has been an increase in recreational boating 
 fatalities in recent years.

 "Over the past decade there has been an upward trend in recreational 
 boating fatalities," it states. "Nearly 20 percent of these boating 
 fatalities occurred during the winter/early spring months involving small 
 boats. In 90 percent of these cases, the victim was not wearing a PFD."

 The bill states that the primary factor in the deaths was low water 
 temperature, which causes hypothermia. It states that in water 
 temperatures between 32 and 40 degrees, a person can become unconscious in 
 less than 15 minutes.

 Connecticut and Massachusetts both have laws requiring the wearing of PFDs 
 on smaller, non-motorized vessels between mid-September and mid-May.

 In the Adirondacks, those affected by the new law will include fisherman 
 hitting the waters after ice-out and hunters using boats to get to camps 
 in the late fall.

 The bill was unanimously supported by the Senate by a vote of 62-0. The 
 Assembly voted 140-2 in favor.
 Contact Mike Lynch at 891-2600 ext. 28 or 
 mlynch@adirondackdailyenterprise.com.
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