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Coast Guard Station Command Passes Baton 

NORTHPORT, NY, JULY 8, 2010:  The Command of the Eaton’s Neck Coast Guard Station was 
formally passed from Lieutenant Robert Craighead to BOSN3 Steve Pollock at a Change of Command 
Ceremony held on Thursday, July 8, 2010 at 11 am.  Held outdoors under a tent at the Eaton’s Neck 
Station with the Long Island Sound and Connecticut shore as a backdrop, the Change of Command 
Ceremony followed the traditional, time honored protocol to transfer the responsibility and authority in 
front of assembled Coast Guard officers and enlisted personnel. The Master of Ceremonies was Chief 
Warrant Officer (CWO) Wayne Balliet. Honored guests included the newly inducted commanding officer 
for Coast Guard Sector Long Island Sound, Captain Joseph Vojvodich.  Other guests included family, 
friends, and approx 30 members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary, most of them from Division 22 which 
supports the Eaton’s Neck Station. The invocation and benediction were provided by Northport Fire 
Department Chaplin, Paul Latuso.  The music for the ceremony was provided by Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 22-7 Band from Ft. Salonga, NY.    

LTN Craighead served as Eaton’s Neck Station Commander since 2008, when he replaced BOSN3 Zach 
Cummings, who currently oversees Coast Guard Station Fire Island.  Prior to being commander of the 
Eaton’s Neck Coast Guard Station, LTN Craighead served at CG stations in Burlington, VT., Gloucester, 
MA and Merrimack River, MA.  His at-sea experience includes service in Kodiak, AK, Seattle, WA, and 
Honolulu, HI.  Lt Craighead also served as School Chief, Boat Forces Command Cadre School at the 
Coast Guard Academy Leadership and Development Center from 2005 to 2006.  His new assignment will 
return him to Honolulu, Hawaii where he will take command of the RUSH (WHEC-723), a 378 ft High 
Endurance Coast Guard Cutter. During his remarks, LTN Craighead reflected on his experiences as 
Station Commander at Eaton’s Neck, including the boathouse fire on Christmas Day, 2008 and enjoying 
living on Long Island in the great community of Northport.   His advice to his successor was to stay 
focused on keeping the staff to work as a team.  LTN Craighead also thanked the Auxiliary Flotilla 22-7 
Band for performing at the ceremony, which “added a level of honor and military professionalism to the 
event, reinforcing the fellowship and teamwork between the Coast Guard and the CG Auxiliary.” 

BOSN3 Steve Pollock has been assigned to CG Sector North Carolina since July 2006.  His sea tours 
include the cutters GALLATIN (WHEC-721) in Charleston, SC, POINT GLASS (WPB-82336) in Dania, 
FL, and VIGOROUS (WMEC-627) in Cape May, NJ.  His CG Station experience includes Charleston, SC 
and St. Inigoes, MD. BOSN3 Pollock was named Distinguished Graduate of the Air Force Senior Non-
Commissioned Officer’s Academy in 2002. His personal awards include two Coast Guard Commendation 



medals, four Coast Guard Achievement medals, and two Commandant’s Letter of Commendation.  
BOSN3 Pollack is a proud native of Baltimore, MD and married to the former Erin VanCott of 
Charleston, SC since June 2002.   

The United States Coast Guard is one of five branches of the US Armed Forces and the only one that is a 
part of Homeland Security.  CG Station Eaton’s Neck command consists of 34 active duty and 15 
reservists.  The Coast Guard Auxiliary is the all-volunteer branch of the Coast Guard, established by 
Congress in 1939 to assist in promoting boating safety. Today, there are over 32,000 Auxiliary members 
nationwide.  Of those, approx. 350 Auxiliarists are members of Division 22 which support the Eaton’s 
Neck Coast Guard Station and patrol the waters from Matinecock Point to Mt. Sinai Harbor.  To find a 
Coast Guard Auxiliary flotilla in your area, visit www.cgaux.org/units.html and enter your zip code.    

 

Attached Photo Caption: Captain Joseph Vojvodich, Sector Long Island Sound;  LTN Robert Craighead, 
BOSN3 Steve Pollock, Commander Station Eaton’s Neck; and Northport Fire Department Chaplin, Paul 
Latuso, salute the colors during the playing of the National Anthem by the CG Auxiliary Flotilla 22-7 
band during the Change of Command Ceremony held Thursday, July 8th at the grounds of the Eaton’s 
Neck Coast Guard Station. Photo by SK1 Brynn Simonetti. 
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